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POSITAL Ramps Up Production of Wiegand Sensors for Energy Harvesting
[bookmark: _Hlk528411157]Hamilton, New Jersey, November 2018 – POSITAL, a leading manufacturer industrial position and motion sensors, has upgraded its facilities for producing Wiegand sensors. These components, which generate small amounts of electrical energy from rotary motion, are used to energize low-power electronic devices such as counter circuits. To date, more than 500,000 Wiegand sensors have been manufactured and sold, 80% of which are used in motor-feedback applications. With its expanded production facilities, POSITAL has the capacity to manufacture one million devices annually, with material secured for the next 10 million sensors.
[bookmark: _Hlk527896884]Since 2014, POSITAL has been the world’s main source for Wiegand wire and related products. The company makes use of Wiegand-powered rotation counter systems in their popular IXARC multi-turn rotary encoders. It also provides Wiegand sensors to other manufacturers for use in energy-harvesting electronic counter systems. They are reliable, durable, and allow these counters to keep a continuous record of shaft rotations without the need for external power sources or high-maintenance battery systems. When used with multi-turn rotational sensors in motor feedback systems, they offer greater tolerance to shock, vibration, dust and moisture than alternative systems based on optical or mechanical measurement techniques.
From use in keycards and tokens, to pulse generators and servo motor applications, the performance and quality of this established technology has been continually improved over the last four decades. “We see a bright future for this technology” comments Christian Fell, FRABA’s chief of technology development. “Engineers and scientists have been on the lookout for ways to enable standalone devices to harvest small amounts of energy from the surrounding physical environment to power isolated electronic circuits. Eliminating the need for external power sources or batteries make devices more self-sufficient, more reliable, and reduces maintenance requirements. The Wiegand effect is a proven technology for harvesting small amounts of electrical power from mechanical motion.”

About FRABA and POSITAL
POSITAL is a supplier of advanced industrial position sensors used in a wide variety of motion control and safety systems. The company is also an innovator in product design and manufacturing processes and a pioneer of Industry 4.0 (Industrial Internet of Things/IIoT), offering customers the benefits of built-to-order products combined with the price advantages of mass-production. POSITAL is a member of the international FRABA group, whose history dates to 1918, when its predecessor, Franz Baumgartner elektrische Apparate GmbH, was established in Cologne, Germany to manufacture relays. Since then, the company has played a trendsetting role in the development of rotary encoders, inclinometers and other sensor products. POSITAL has a global reach with subsidiaries in Europe, North America and Asia – and sales and distribution partners around the world.
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Caption: 	The special Wiegand wire – the core element of any energy harvesting Wiegand 			Sensor – is produced at POSITAL locations in the U.S. and Europe, 				ensuring a stable, reliable supply chain.

See us at Rockwell Automation Fair – held Nov 14/15, 2018 in Philadelphia
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